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1 The writers are researchers of the Institute for Policy Research and Advocacy (ELSAM), Jakarta.  
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2 Since ELSAM conducted monitoring and research work on environmental human rights defenders in 2018, 
we have noted that 2 Environmental Human Rights Defenders, namely Poroduka and Golfrid Siregar, were 
killed in direct connection with a National Strategic Project (cf. Alvionitasari 2018 and Briantika 2019), while 
another murder case emerged as an indirect excess of the same project (cf. Briantika 2020). This does not 
include cases of violence with the most widespread impact, among which in the New International Yogyakarta Airport con-
struction project.  
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3 Something that was missing from our explanation in the previous report is that the pattern and use of vio-
lence contained in the structure of capitalism in Indonesia are not only driven internally through the process of 
forming the New Order, but was also by the growth of global capitalism, which conditioned a successful and 
effective process of capital accumulation in developing countries where the production process of capitalism is 
developing. More on this, see Ghosh (1996).  

4 It is important to note that paramilitary organizations have almost never appeared before in the cases related 
to violence against environmental human rights defenders that we recorded since 2018. However, the ab-
sence of these non-state actors is also highly likely to be related to the limitations of the data collection meth-
odology we used.  
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5 Hadiz (2020, p.135) provides an example of how the internal division of Pemuda Pancasila, one of the leading 
paramilitary organizations in North Sumatra,  gave rise to one of the most dominant vigilante groups in the 
struggle for political economy power in North Sumatra,  directly supported by local businesspersons of Chinese 
descent. Using a more specific context, namely Islamist vigilante groups, Mudhoffir (2017) further explains that 
the relationship between these non-state producers of violence and the interests of the economic elite is inti-
mately intertwined through the process of capital accumulation—on the one hand, its emergence is condi-
tioned by socio-economic inequality and deprivation of resources, but on the other hand the excesses of capi-
talism's production are also used as a shield for their security and wealth. This relationship model explains why 
vigilante groups are adaptive in various political-economic situations, both under the banner of authoritarian-
ism and post-authoritarianism, and both in centralized and dispersed political structures.  
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6 For more detail see ELSAM (2021), especially section 2. 
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7 
The authors also obtained information about the diversity of actors in these two cases through private con-

versations with activists involved in organizing and protesting in two locations. 
 
8 It should be underlined, that the presence of external actors who are environmental human rights defenders 
in these two cases located in very different locations has resulted in black campaigns from the state security 
apparatus accusing them as part of the anarchist movement (KRJogja 2021; Utamining 2021; Tim Detikcom 2021). 



17 | January-April 2021 

 

9 
In the authors' interview with Marsya Muthmainnah, Researcher at the Indonesian Center for Environmental 

Law (ICEL), the institution that most intensely advocated for the draft Ministerial Regulation, on August 24, 
2021, we were informed that the rumor of splitting the Ministry of Environment and Forestry into two minis-
tries in 2019 was one of the main causes of this delay. Marsya also stated that the pandemic had hampered 
the political process that might have accelerated the ratification of the Ministerial Regulation, as well as civil 
society advocacy work that pushed the political process. The socio-political turbulence in the last two years has 
also significantly affected the advocacy work of civil society, especially since the discourse on the issuance of 
the Job Creation Law emerged from the Government of Indonesia. Moreover, the Job Creation Law itself, in 
ICEL's experience, has shifted much of the focus of the Ministry of Environment and Forestry to the work of 
making derivative regulations of the law. (Muthmainnah, August 24, 2021, interview via video call). 
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10 
In the process of drafting the first Standards of Norms and Regulations, the initial nomenclature of this regu-

lation was Standard Norms and Settings (see National Human Rights Commission of the Republic of Indonesia 
2019). However, the initial name was later replaced with the current name; there is no specific context behind 
this name change.  
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11 
Mimin acknowledged that in the preparation of the previous SNP, Komnas HAM did largely leave the process 

of drafting it to experts consisting of academics and civil society. However, the process was changed since the 
preparation of the second SNP. 
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12 However, it should be noted that in the notes for Statement 2, Komnas HAM only mentions the issue of 
women human rights defenders, not all human rights defenders. In this regard, we consider that the substance 
of Komnas HAM's acknowledgment is relevant to the work of all human rights defenders, especially environ-
mental human rights defenders.  
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13 
One such case is the deportation of Rebecca Henschke, a BBC journalist, from Papua in 2018 (Apinino 2018). 

A more extensive review of this problem can be found in Tapsell (2015). 
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